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CITY OF GUSTAVUS 
ORDINANCE FY25-14 

 
AN ORDINANCE FOR THE CITY OF GUSTAVUS PROVIDING FOR THE REPEAL AND 

REPLACE OF TITLE 2 CHAPTER 40 SECTION 150 COMMITTEES.  
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GUSTAVUS CITY COUNCIL AS FOLLOWS: 
 

Section 1. Classification. This ordinance is of general and permanent nature and shall 
become a part of the City of Gustavus Municipal Code. 

 
Section 2. Severability. If any provisions of this ordinance or any application thereof to any 

person or circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of this ordinance and its 
application to other persons, or circumstances shall not be affected thereby. 

 
Section 3. Enactment. Now therefore, it is enacted by the Gustavus City Council that Title 2 

Chapter 40 Section 150 to be amended as follows: 
 
TITLE 2 
 
Chapter 2.40  
 
Section 2.40.150  
 

The following definitions apply to this chapter unless the plain meaning requires otherwise.  
 
Advisory committee: A special or standing committee authorized by the city council to research 
and provide recommendations on topics of concern to the community.  It may be either a 
standing or special committee. 
 
Committee: A committee created by the city council to assist in the work of the city.   
 
Liaison: A staff member who serves in a support role to a committee to advise it on city policies 
and compliance with the Open Meetings Act, and to assist with obtaining resources.  The 
presence of a liaison shall be specified in the resolution. 
 
Operational committee: A special or standing committee that is delegated authority to conduct 
a city function where the function is unstaffed.  Committee authority to act shall be described 
in the establishing resolution and monitored by the mayor or designee. 
 
Quorum: A majority of the appointed members and is the minimum number of members of 
a committee that must be present at any meeting to conduct business. 

Standing committee: A committee that operates on an ongoing basis to address subjects of 
continuing concern to the council or community.  
 
Special committee: A committee established for a specified term to accomplish a specific task or 
project.   
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Study session: An  informal session with fewer than a quorum of committee members to work 
on a single focused task at the request of the mayor, council, or committee chair. No decision 
or formal action shall be taken.  
 
Task force: A working group that may address emergency management-related matters, and 
may include members of other governmental entities.   
 
Work session:  An informal meeting at which no action is taken. Work sessions shall be open 

to the public. 
 
(a)  Creation of Committees.   

Committees shall be created and dissolved by resolution for the purpose of making 
recommendations to the council regarding specified issues or managing a delegated set of 
tasks defined in the resolution. Committees may consist of citizens, council members and 
citizens, or council members only.   Committees may be advisory or operational and may be 
established as either a standing or a special committee, as specified in the resolution.  

 
(b) Membership. 

(1) Each committee member shall be an Alaska resident and a voter of Gustavus who 
maintains a Gustavus domicile.   

(2) Nominations for committee appointments shall be made by the mayor, and be subject  
to ratification on motion of the city council. The committee chair may be appointed by 
the mayor or by the committee, according to the terms of the establishing resolution. 

(3) There shall be not more than two (2) city council members appointed to each advisory 
committee; however, additional council members may attend and participate in the 
same capacity as any member of the public. If no council member is serving on the 
committee, a staff liaison may provide assistance in complying with statutes, 
regulations, ordinances, and policies and procedures.    

(4) All committee members may be asked to take an oath of office upon their appointment 
prior to participation in committee activity If required by the establishing resolution.  

(c) Duties and Responsibilities.   

(1) Committees shall comply with the Open Meetings Act.  

(2) Public notice of a committee meeting and its agenda shall be made available in the 
office of the city clerk and at least two other public locations in the City of Gustavus 
no less than five days prior to the meeting. Meeting minutes and relevant documents 
will be publicly available and archived to the city website by the city clerk.  

(3) A quorum is needed for the transaction of business. In the absence of a quorum, the 
attending members may engage in a work session at which no decisions or formal 
action is taken.  

(4)  Study sessions. Two committee members may participate in an informal study  
session to work on a specific task during which no decision or formal action shall 
be taken. Any    draft document or recommendation arising from a study session 
shall be presented to a regularly-scheduled meeting of the committee.  
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(5) Committees shall report to the council at least quarterly.  
 
(d)  Standing Advisory Committees. 

A standing advisory committee shall research, investigate, and propose alternatives and 
methods to address issues, questions and problems within its area of responsibility and to 
formulate recommendations to the council. Standing advisory committees may be retained 
from one mayoral term to the next, although membership may change with the election 
cycle.  

 (e)  Special Advisory Committees. 

A special advisory committee shall conduct research on an immediate or specific issue of 
concern identified by the council, and formulate recommendations to the council regarding 
proposed action.  A special advisory committee shall be dissolved upon completion of its 
assigned tasks as determined by the council.  Termination may be specified in the resolution. 

 (f)  Operational Committees.  

An operational committee shall perform duties and functions that are not within the 
position description of a staff employee, or for which an employee is not available. The 
delegated duties and responsibilities of the committee shall be set forth in the establishing 
resolution approved by the council, monitored by the mayor or designee, and reported to 
the council. 
 

Section 4. Effective Date. This ordinance becomes effective upon its adoption by the Gustavus 
City Council. 
 
Date Introduced: April 14, 2025 
Date of Public Hearing: May 12, 2025 
 
PASSED and APPROVED by the Gustavus City Council this XXth day of XXXX, 2025 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Sally A. McLaughlin, Mayor   
 
____________________________________ 
Attest: Liesl M. Barker, City Clerk 


