Our Roads………..

Summertime is here,  and with it comes better weather and many more people in town.    Everybody has a busy schedule, and traffic on our roads increases greatly. Unfortunately, this increase in traffic coincides with the driest period of the year, which means this is the least opportune time for the City contractor to get out and grade the roads (road grading requires moisture).  The biggest problem the Road Committee faces right now has to do with "wash boards', which currently exasperates  travel on Wilson/Rink Creek Road, and is a growing problem on many other roads.  Wash boards result from  too many people driving too fast on roads made of sand and fine gravel.  The Road Committee - an all volunteer group of folks trying their best to be conservative with the limited amount of funds the City has to keep the roads in shape - are working to address this issue.  The Committee has a set budget that limits the number of times per year each road can be graded.  This is our second year of doing this - calculating the best time to  fill/grade/plow each road to keep it optimally passable each month of the year.  The learning curve has been steep.  We have learned that the better we grade the roads, the faster people drive.  The faster folks drive, the sooner the washboards appear.  This creates a bit of a dilemma.  

Here is where you can help us serve you  by doing  your part and slow down.  We just installed speed limits on Wilson and Rink Creek road to remind people to slow down.  This will help to  keep the roads  smoother longer.   If you see folks driving too fast, let them know .  All comments on roads are welcomed - please submit them in writing to City Hall.  We meet the second Wednesday of every month at 7pm, usually at the library, the agenda is posted 5 days before ,  and the meetings are public. 

