Dear Gustavus Residents:

The Road Committee Needs Your Help to Make Our Roads as Safe and Functional as Possible!

We all enjoy the "country" look of our roads but the overhanging alders are a real challenge for emergency vehicles as well as our contractor’s maintenance equipment.  Our contractor replaced several  mirrors during last winter’s deluge of snow.   Brush too close to the road edge also leaves little room to move snow off the shoulder, especially in winters like what we just had.  Finally, brush can create sight distance problems at corners.  Brush control along roads is essential to good maintenance and safety.  

Unfortunately clearing brush is also a challenge for our tight budget.  We have been negotiating  with the State DOT and hope in the future to share a mechanical brush cutter that the DOT may station in Gustavus.   In the meantime the alders are encroaching  rapidly and we need to take action this summer.  

Many of you share our concern for the appearance of our roads, and we actually believe we may achieve a better final look if the brushing is done manually rather than by machine.   Paying for extensive brush cutting by chain saw along our roads would seriously deplete our maintenance budget, so here is the opportunity to join your neighbors in a community service to improve the reliability and safety of our roads for all.

Please help by trimming alders and other obstructing vegetation along your own road frontage and work with your neighbors to trim along properties that are unoccupied nearby:

1. Remove  or cut back alders and small trees at least five feet from the existing road edge.  More is better if you can.  Try to remember where alders were  draped over the road by snow last winter and cut those back beyond 5 feet if necessary.

2.  Trim any branches that hang over the roads up to 14 feet above the road surface.  

3. Leave herbaceous growth like lupine, and small shrubs like goats beard.  They add color to our roadsides in summer and die back in the fall, creating no obstruction.

4.  Pay special attention to improving site distance at intersections.  A driver should be able to see traffic both ways on the intersecting road without pulling into the intersection.

5.  Remove cut alders from the cleared roadside either by pulling them out of sight within the right of way, or removing them to another off road site with permission of any site owner.

6.   Keep safety in mind, especially when using chain saws.  If you can’t cut something overhead safely, leave it in place and notify the road committee. We can ask our contractor to follow up to get those problematic branches.

Thank You All!

The Gustavus City Road Maintenance Committee

